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A  Bear  Hunt  in  the  Ozark  Mountains  in  '38 


WV.  Wfic  vcr>  ,t;l;i(l  In  iciiili  slicHcc. 
iind   IukI   iiiiidl',  i^nl  our  led  mil 
•  il    I  lie  sliirii|)s  l)ff(in'  we  lii'iird 
^()()(l        news.  Soiiif         (llicKtkco 

huntini^  tht'ic  in  Hit'  iiiiiiiiilnins  IkiiI  dis- 
coviTt'd  II  hole  in  wliicli  thcic  (•ciliiinlv 
Wiis  :i  hciir  liidinij,  l)iil  llicy  liiid  not 
ventured  to  t^o  far  inlo  it  as  it  \Vii>  s<» 
loni;  and  narrow.  Tlii^  was  "water  lor 
our  mill."  The  skin  and  meat  of  tlic 
deer  we  had  shot  were  placed  in  safet\, 
our  tjiins  lired  oil  and  cleaned,  the  horses 
foddered  and  we  now  prepared  oiirseKcs 
for  a  reijular  hunt.  W C  si)ent  the  even- 
inti  teiiin.y  liear  sttuies.  Old  Conwell 
onteitaininii  us  witii  an  interestini^  des- 
cription of  their  winter  sleep. 

"In  this  somewhat  southerix  latitude 
the  hear  as  a  rule  i>oes  into  his  hole  ahout 
dhiistmas  or  the  beyinnini^  of  .lanuaiy 
when  the  cold  weather  commences.  If 
the  weather  is  mild  he  comes  out  now 
and  then,  and  remains  out  allot;ether: 
he  jncpares  a  lair  for  hiniselfin  a  thick 
hush  l)itint<  olT  and  hrinijintj  toi^ether 
twit's  for  that  pi,  nose.  He  seeks  the 
n)ut;hest  and  wildest  |)laces  seldom 
Irod   by  human  foot. 

If  he  ijioes  into  his  hole,  he  lies  there 
without  takinti  any  nonrishmenl:  i)ut 
when  he  is  not  slee|)ini>,  he  sucks  his 
j)aws  and  at  tlie  same  limemakesa  w  iiin- 
ini>  sound.  This  suekiUy^  of  his  |)aws  is 
only  to  pass  the  time  away  and  not  at  all 
for  nourishment,  for  hkimed  little  fat 
Ciin  he  t^et  out  of  them.  (Children  suck 
their  thumhs.  too,  you  know.  When  he 
fulls  at  lent^th  into  his  w  Intel's  sleej).  he 
lies  with  his  helly  and  forehead  on  the 
1,'round  so  that  his  nose  is  pressed 
af^ainsl  his  hreasl  and  both  his  foreiiaws 
lie  toiiethei  over  his  head." 

My  old  friend  assured  me  that  he  had 
croi)t  into  holes  and  poked  the  hears 
with  the  barrel  of  his  rillc  to  make 
hem  move  and  raise  their  heads  up  so 
that  he  was  able  without  difiieulty  to 
shoot  them  through  the  brain. 


The  bear,  as  I  he  sloi\  tjoes.  is  \cry 
cowardh  when  iii  tl  hole. CNcepl  when 
iiccompanied  b\  voiiny.  In  this  lase. 
the  beast  will  often  liijlil :  but  even  llien! 
onl\  when  it  has  no  other  cluuce.  On 
very  warm  da\s  it  leaves  its  hole  to 
diink;  it  j^oes  however,  to  the  nearest 
water,  and  il  is  remarkable  how  ac- 
curately it  keeps  always  to  the  same 
path.  When  a  bear  is  'li\  ini;  in  a  hole 
and  t-oes  often  to  a  stream,  the  hunter 
ea^ily  linds  his  track  as  it  becomes  deep 
:ind  plain  b\  the  bear  alwavs  follow  int; 
the  same  trail.  This  trail  the'huiilers  call 
"sitppiim-palli." 

When  it  i^ot  late,  we  lav  down  to 
get  a  ijood  rest  for  the'nexl  (la\"s 
work.  I)iiri;i,i>  (he  nitjht.  it  became 
bitterly  cold  and  we  ijot  the  (inest  day 
lor  hunting  Ih^d  anyone  could  wish  for. 
With  us  went  a  married  son  of  my  old 
friend  who  was  livint;  in  the  vicinity: 
idso  a  \()uni>  man  by  the  name  of  Smilji: 
and  as  we  rode  past  the  school  house,  the 
school  master  sent  away  the  bovs  and 
girls  and  insisted  upon  :iccomp"anving 
the  hunting  part\.  We  had  brouyh'l 
along  split  pine  to  make  torches  with, 
and  young  Smith  a(  ted  as  guide,  as  he 
was  one  of  those  who  had  followed  the 
bear,  but  had  not  ventured  anv  further 
than  the  Indians. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  wc 
urrived  at  the  spot,  and  wc  prepared  a 
good  dinner  to  strengthen  ourselves 
somewhat  for  the  expected  exertions. 
While  the  meat  was  broiling  bv  the  lire, 
I  took  a  look  around  the  outside  of  the 
hole.  1 1  was  a  sleep  wall  of  limestone 
rock  about  thirty  feet  high  and  perhaps 
three  hundred  feet  long,  and  it  had  four 
distinct  openings  or  entrances,  making 
one  of  the  most  curious  works  of  nature, 
I,  at  least,  have  ever  seen. 

.\rier  wc  h:i<l  refreslied  ourselves 
suflicienlly, we  made  ready  to  enter  the 
hole.  We  took  only  one  rifle  with  us  as 
we  had  to  creep  along  in  Indian  file;  and 


in  thai  ioiikIi  IkiIc  ntu'  nii^lil  i-a^ilv  ro- 
•Tivc  a  wound  lliidiiKli  tin-  (liscliarijr  of 
11  nllc.  Mvciyoni'  carried  in  his  l»«'i(  Ins 
Krcal  hiiiilin/i;  knife,  and  i  Imckled  i>n 
niv  |)(i\\der-lii)in  close  lo  (he  Ixxjy. 
With  rille  in  the  li^lil  hand,  and  a  loich 
ol  spill  iiine.  al  leasl  Iwcniv  inches  lonjj. 
in  llie  lell.  I  enlered  llie  dark  i)assa.i.;e 
whi<'h  led  into  Uie  rnoiinliiin.  Ihis  wiis 
iteiiiaps  liMir  leel  hii;h  and  two  wide. 
Ilehind  n  caire  voimii!  Conwell  and 
I  he  lallei  can  \  injj  a 
il  pine  lo  renew  our 
■V   hiinied  down,    Tjie 


Iternaps  Iihii  leel 
Hehind  n  caire 
Iheli  old  l.onwell. 
bundle  ol'  line-spl 
torches  in  case  I  hi 


passajje  was  in  I  he  solid  rock  and  we 
went  withoiil  diniciilly  sevenl\  or  eiiihlx 
paces;  Ihen  we  made  a  sharp  liirn  lo  the 
rii^hl  and  we  had  lo  i^el  upon  our  knees 
in  order  lo  .1(0  I.  rward  al  all.  flu  tloor 
vhich  lliiis  far  was  of  rock  now  hccaiiK' 
softer;  il  consisted  of  1  :iy.  and  exiiihiled 
very  plainly  hear  lia,  \s  of  which  one 
was  parliciih:  'y  fresh,  and  from  its  ap- 
pearance coiiid  have  been  made  onlv 
a  t'es>  hours  hel'ore.  The  furl  her  we 
forced  our  way  in.  the  iiarrowei  llie  pas- 
saj^e  heeame:  and  soon  we  had  lo  crawl 
forward  upon  our  l);^llies.  This  far  the 
Indians  had  come,  for  we  found  several 
pieces  of  pine  and  we  also  noticed  the 
impressions  of  their  knees  and  elhows 
in  the  sofl  earll  heyond  this  point, 
however,  there  was  no  trace  of  them 

The  |)assai<e  way  now  became  so  <  <mi- 
lined  that  I  had  lo  force  myself  throiiyh 
the  narrowest  clef!s.  dra »,'»,•  inii  forward 
with  the  left  elbow.  shovinj>  behind  with 
the  feet  and  lyintj  Hal  on  the  liroiind. 
holdint;  al  the  same  lime  the  torch  in 
the  left,  the  rille  in  the  rij^ht  hand. 
Curiously  cnoiitjh.  llie  hole  at  this  point 
was  almost  round  and  I  he  walls  on  eacli 
side  were  rubbed  so  smooth  and  black 
thai  they  looke!  acliially  ijreasv  ihi.s 
could  have  ha|)pened  only  lhrou4>h  the 
creeping  in  and  out  of  wild  animals 
which  had  for  centuries  made  use  of  the 
ravern  for  sleepin.y  and  winter  (piarters. 

Stalactites  hunt;  down  from  the  roof 
everywhere:  and  these  also  hindered 
protjress  forward,  as  the  free  space  in  a 
few  |)laces  was  no  more  than  two  feel 
hi.yh;  and  there  were  several  places 
where  I  could  make  my  wav  throutjh 
only  with  the  utmost  exertion! 

It  was  obvious  that  we  were  the  (irst 
while  men  who  had  forced  their  way  into 
this  chamber  of  horrors,  for  the  soft 
floor  showed  plainly  every  track  whic;, 
lutd  Ijceii  impressed  into  it  for  many 
years:  we  found,  loo,  in  many  places 
even    petrified    liear-tneks   which    had 


l)een  impiiiiled  p  rhaps  manv  cenliirios 
belore  m  the  cla\  which  was  then  soft. 
The  thought  cerlainl>  struck  me  al  one 
lime  to  turn  back  lest  we  should  not  be 
able  lo  return  and  must  jierish  there  in 
that  yrave:  but  I  had  mv  rille  and  so  I 
crept  on  with  all  m\  thinkmii  apjiaralus 
devoted  lo  the  one  object  of  limlinji  the 
sleeping.;  be;  1 . 

\  cr\  noticeable  was  the  ureal  number 
of  bats  which  c\ci>  where  hiini;  b\  their 
leys  from  the  roof  and  who.  disturl)ed  by 
the  lire  of  the  torch  close  under  llieni. 
set  up  a  shrill  cry  almost  like  the  noise 
of  a  ratllesnake.  Crickets  were  found 
loo  in  jjreal  abundance  as  well  as  a  few 
bluebottle  Hies. 

My  tiHch  was  al)oul  burned  out  as  I 
had  liroiiijhl  onlv  a  few  slivers  so  as  {o 
save  pine:  so  I  now  stopped  so  that  the 
man  fol'owint;  me  mii^ht  pass  me  a  few 
slivers.  While  I  was  reslinm  'I'liet  for 
an  instant,  it  secnnvl  lo  nic  that  I  heard 
not  faraway  a  litjht  w  hiinperini,'       hush' 

.•ver\  thint;  was  still  as  death  and  now 
I  distinuuislicd  clearly  al  a  short  dis- 
anc  ■  the  sound  which  vouni,'  bears  make 
in  suckinju.  At  the  same  lime  there  was 
lo  be  heard  a  low  urow  lini;.  and  there 
was  no  lonwr  any  doubt  that  we  were 
drawint!  near  lo  the  den  of  a  she  bear 
with  cubs. 

.Just  then  I  found  myself  in  a  some- 
what roomier  place  where  I  could  rise 
half  erect,  havin«  chosen  lo  rest  here  a 
moment  so  I  [  ".'d  Dund  to  the  Con- 
wells  and  asked  ii.  -m  if  they  had  heard 
the  noise.  They  whispered  "■  ves;"'  and 
we  held  a  short  council  of  war  as  lo  w  hat 
course  we  should  now  |)ursiie. 

In  the  lirst  i)lace  the  passage  l)ei;an  lo 
be  so  narrow  and  uncomfortable  that 
we  could  force  our  w  ay  in  onlv  with  the 
most  strenuous  exertions,  and  then  we 
had  counted  on  a  sleepini;  bear,  not  a 
wakini;  she-bear  with  cubs.  It  was.  in 
re;'lity.  almost  too  early  in  the  season  lo 
expect  a  bear  with  cubs;  but  aflerwards 
my  old  friend  assured  me  that  in  \i- 
kansas  he  liad  come  across  \()unt<  cubs 
as  early  as  about  .New  Vear's'dav.'  I  low- 
cver.  il  made  no  dilTerence. 

Whoever  has  ever  seen  a  she-bear  with 
ears  laid  back  and  jaws  wide  o|)en  dc- 
fendiny  her  yoiint!  mav  have  some  sli!,<hl 
conception  of  how  we  felt.  We  had"  all 
three  of  us  been  on  a  bear  hunt,  and 
knew  (|uile  well  what  danyer  we  ran  in 
that  contracted  si)ace.  which  forbade 
all  movement,  fiiit  there  wc  were  -and 
so  was  the  bear:  and  no  one  was  coward 
enou^'h   to  hint  at  goinj>  back.     I  ex- 


itnimcd  rnv  iillc  In  sec  il  «'V(T\  I  hi.  «  Wiis 
in  iifilVcl  I'linitiliiin.  iiiid  ii»  I  went  >l(i\\ 
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Nciirci  mid  llciinT  \\r  ciiiiic  lo  tin- 
^Kiw  liiijL{  liiMi',  will)  iiiiist  have  liciiid  us 
iiinv!  Iii'loir  mid  VMis  now  for  icrlmii 
listi-ii;iii4  Willi  slrmiicd  cms.  \l  liisl  I 
CI  .1'  I  cUst'  thill  the  w  hilling  ol  llir 
cillis  :iiiil  the  tliliMli'lllliiJ  ijlowl  ol'  tlic 
old  \y  ;ii  si'cnit'd  closf  in  lYonl  of  nil'; 
mid  liold;n|L|  the  loii'li  lii'liind  ni>  liciid, 
I  saw  dislinclh  her  ^low  iii.u  r\t  s. 

'I'lu'ii  I  slopped,  clfaiicd  Ihc  Mijlil  i  I 
inv  I  illc  in  w  hirli  sonic  clav  had  ijot  plar  - 
«'(l.  sliricd  up  Ihc  loich  and  wilhoul 
vcniuiinii  lo  make  an\  furlhcr  iioisc  I 
crcpl  forward  loward  Ihc  hlack  mass 
wliK  li  I  could  now  distinijiiish  clcail\. 

I'lic  decisive  inomciil  sccnicd  come; 
and  as  I  saw  the  head  of  tin-  animal 
shining  out  from  the  siiriotindini;  dark- 
ness. I  iicLian  mv  prepaiations  for  a  shot 
from  a  favoraliie  position. 

The  hear  had  raised  herself  up  from 
her  lair;  she  was  sillini;  with  the  usual 
<)scillalor\  motion  upon  her  hind-lei>s. 
and  I  was  jus;  trviiiLi  to  draw  a  head 
upon  one  of  her  cncs  when  she  suddenly 
rose  and  at  once  disappeared  into  the 
darkness  lyiii).;  heliind  her,  a  darkness 
which  could  almost  he  fell. 

.\rrived  al  the  lair,  we  found  three 
cubs,  s|)leni::(l  little  thini.'s,  which  cried 
out  lustily  \\hen  they  siiw  the  liiilil.  to 
which  lhe\  were  unaccustomed,  and  in- 
deed had  never  seen  before.  It  was 
certainly  not  without  ground  thai  we 
feared  that  the  cr\'  of  her  voiint;  would 
reuse  the  old  hear  to  a  frenzy;  we  de- 
sired, however,  lo  take  them  alive  and 
keep   them;  and  so  we  a' ked   the  eUler 

Conwell    to   stav    hy    them   and   s he 

Ihem.  and  al  the  same  time  lo  keep  up  a 
lifjht  while  the  other  two  of  us  pressed 
forward  and  tried  lo  kill  the  old  hear. 
(Conwell  was  content  to  do  this;  he  bent 
dow  n  beside  them  and  pul  his  liiiiier  into 
their  mouili.  'I"lie_\  beyan  eai^erly  to 
suck  on  the  liniier  and  soon  he  had  them 
quieted. 

No  icn  feet  from  the  lair,  the  passajie 
dividvd  into  two  openintis  of  etiiial  size 
to  the  riyht  and  left.  Here,  however, 
the  soft  floor  showed  a  track  in  the  riijlit 
hand  opening,  made  only  a  few  seconds 
before  and  acc()rdinf>lv  we  followed 
this  track. 

i  lie  cr>  of  the  cui-s  which  in  a  short 
time  was  renewed  with  ,i>realer  force  bc- 
i>an  to  be  ominous  for  us.  for  we  should 
have  been  in  vcrv  evil  case  had  the  bear 


deslied  to  fill  to  the  assistance  of  tlie 
Miwni{  and  foand  llie  \\a\  barreil  b>  i  iir 
liodies.  (ierlainlv  I  here  w  oulil  be  iiolli- 
inu  left  foi  her  a;  that  place,  at  least, 
where  we  found  oiiiselves.  than  to  kill  us 
and  ■■(■!•  her  was  tliroii«h"  in  llie  hieral 
sense  ol  ,hc  words  for  she  could  nol 
with  the  best  will  in  the  win  Id  ha\f  udI 
over  us  or  under  us.  \\  hen  we  were 
consiillinu  iindei  our  breath  what  we 
slioidd  do.  thecrv  suddcnlv  ceased,  and 
we  auain  went  nois«'less|\  forward  with 
fresh  couraiic  in  our  breast.  l''rom  all 
we  had  so  far  seen  of  llie  bear,  she  must 
be  \er\  cowardiv;  and  llial  was  a  I'on- 
solalion.  The  hole,  however,  seemed  lo 
have  no  end  and  we  crept  and  shoved 
ourselves  further  and  further  Ihroiiiih 
the  roiifjli  rock  to  the  delrimeni  of 
elbows  and  ribs. 

I'liis  cavilN  had  one  peciiliaritv  which 
I  ne\ei  found  in  an\  other,  I  mean  the 
Hat  stones  of  about  (Ule  to  two  inches 
in  thickness.  lunniiiL!  aloiif^  the  inside 
like  shelves,  and  .i;i\inii  out  :i  sound  like 
steel  if  struck  liiihlly  with  the  liniuer. 
One  place,  perhaps  forlv  oi  lifty  feel 
loni!  was  of  most  exiraordiiiarv  con- 
struction. l-"!at  stones  such  as  I  have 
spoken  of  ran  aliiiiji!  on  both  sides,  aid 
projecled  within  sis  inches  of  each  other, 
so  that  you  could  creep  alont{  almost  in 
a  sitlint!  posture,  shovinij  the  neck  be- 
tween the  two  shelves  with  the 
head  in  the  space  above.  Miil  in  lie 
jiroci'ss.  for  tliis  short  space  at  least,  ihe 
head  and  the  body  Wi-re  in  sepai.ilc 
comparlnieiits,  which  was,  to  sav  th 
UasI,  a  hi.uhiv  uncomfortable  con(iitio.., 
e^peciallv  if  the  bear  should  alteiiipl  If* 
make  an  atl;:"k  under  such  circumstan- 
ces. 

When  al  lenijlh  we  had  made  ou'-  w  ay 
tlirout^h  this  pass,  we  cami'  to  a  si:iini.{ 
whii'li  ran  for  a  slimi  distance  :ili>nj; 
the  passaije.  and  then  disajipeared  to  the 
ritjht  and  siirelv  it  was  in  this  place 
for  the  accommodation  <d  Mrs.  Mear 
alone,  'llie  sprint^  had  washed  out  a 
channel  perhaps  eiiihleeii  inches  dei  p 
and  eitiht  to  nine  inches  wide;  and  willi 
one  fool  in  this  channel  we  wenl  forward 
miicli  more  easilv . 

After  I  had  ajLjrin  worked  my  way 
Ihroutjh  .1  place,  more  than  uncomfor'.- 
able.  and  was  drawini;  as  deej)  a  breath 
as  the  narrow  passai^e  allowed,  suddenly 
I  heard  the  deep  ijrowl  of  the  beast  and, 
as  it  seemed,  (piilc  close  lo  me. 

.Mlhouyh  I  had  for  several  hours  and 
al  every  step  been  walchint!  for  and  e>- 
peclintj    Ihis    very    {^rovvl,    the    sudden 


xoiiiiil  cloM'  ill  friiiit  of  tin  iiov  sluillt'il 
nil',  so  thai  I  iii'MlK  III  tlic  toirh  fall. 
Mill  I  soon  ici'iiNfii  <i  iiiN  ciiiianiniilN  ; 
Illlil  iioidin^:  the  Imrli  as  IiiiliIi  as  |i(issii)|i> 
Ho  llic  meal  (lisrnillliil  I  and  dlsiiiav  of 
soiiii'  iiiiiort'lit  jtalsi  I  i^iit  a  ileal  Mi'W 
of  llir  l)i'ai  not  Icii  |>a(Ts  from  iiir,  sitlin>< 
il|>riulil,  siia|i|iiiiu  lii't  falius.  srialc  .iii^ 
Willi  lici  sliaip  claws  Ilir  i^ioimd  ill  lioiit 
id'  lii'i  and  st't'tninu  li>  Ix'  in  (lie  \ii\ 
worst  liiiiiior  in  tlir  world. 

NiMiiiij  (ainwt'll  who  was  close  l»cliiiid 
rile  now  laid  his  hand  on  iii\  lo<d  and 
vvhis|icicil  to  inc  that  he  saw  the  hear. 
.\s  I  had  already  seen  her.  I  lieckoned 
liiiii  to  keep  (|iiiel.  and  creeping  forward 
a  few  paces  fin  I  her,  I  came  to  a  place 
from  which   I   lielicM'd   I  could  shoot. 

I  let  iiiv  riulit  font  down  int. I  the 
I'liaiinel  worn  lt\  the  spriny.  raised  mv 
self  lip  on  the  left  knee  as  well  as  |  could. 
Utid  raised  the  iilli 

Ms  rear  rank  ni.iii.  wlm  had  walclie<i 
most  aiixioiisK  all  my  movements, 
warned  me  for  (iod's  sake  to  aim  care- 
fiilU.  for  if  I  made  a  had  shot  we  were 
both  "jLioners."  .Mlhoiiijli  I  was  nearer 
llie  danger  than  he.  I  would  not  have 
chan^ji'd  places  with  him  for  as  he  could 
not  see  the  least  tiling  of  w  hat  wasyoiny 
on, he  of  course  alwa\s  feared  the  worsl  — 
aiid  I  would  lalliei  iiiKler  such  circiim- 
slances  he  exposed  to  a  daniier  ap- 
proacliiiii;  most  cl(»sel>  than  he  in  a 
constant  slate  of  suspense  and  uncer- 
tainty. 

The  hear  did  not  at  all  en,jo\  m\  ap- 
p.oach:  she  snapped  around  and  r 
eves  nlowed  like  lire;  with  liei  short  ars 
laid  hack,  she  moved  her  wliole  \hh\\ 
from  side  to  side  in  discpiiel.  .\s  she 
was  sitlini;  somewhat  l)o\  ed  I  had  no 
other  choice  than  to  shoot  at  the  head. 
haviiiL;  the  hope  that  if  I  missed  the 
head,  the  hullel  would  in  anvcase  jiierce 
the  hreasl.  Win  I-  I  was  lyini!  ll;ere 
aimint;  lor  a  moiiienl  i  why  should  I  deny 
if.')  the  tlioui;lit  passed  thioui;h  mv 
niind  how  helpless  1  would  he.  hemmed 
in  as  1  was.  in  case  the  shot  missed 
and  the  recollection  (d  the  dear  ones  at 
home  came  over  me  with  tlie  sjiei d  of 
thouiilil.  This  was  (nil\  for  a  moment, 
and  in  the  excitement  of  (he  piesciit,  I 
forijol  jiast  and  future.  My  aim  was 
h)ni>,  as  the  hear  did  not  stav  still  a 
second:  hut  still  the  lint^er  jiressed  the 
lrii,',L!ci  too  (piickly.  In  an  instant  thick 
smoke  lilled  the  cavity,  aim  a  jiiteoiis 
j^roaninii  showed  thai  ihe  hear  was 
Wuiiiided.  W'c  (iiti  tiol  iakc  time  to 
inveslitjale    more    closely    hut    crawled 


hack  as  ipiicklv  as  I  he  liariow  spaci* 
permit  led,  so  as  to  «et  to  a  hmlicr  plaie 
where  we  could  reload  Ihe  iille  and  re- 
turn lo  l>ie  held  of  haltle. 

We  had  not  crawled  thus  ciali-lashion, 
a  litindted  paces,  a'ld  |  had  pist  found  a 
place  such  as  w. IS  leipiiicd.  when  I  h'ard 
the  Wounded  animal  sfiiiilmu  iind  snort- 
inn  :ind  KnasliMi),;  her  teelli  so  th.il  the 
sound  came  echoing  IhroiiKh  (lie  hide. 

\\\  liist  Ihoiiullt  was  "(itMid  live, 
davh^hl."  !  had  nid  much  time  for 
ilelihciatlon  and  called  <piicklv  lo  \oiinM 
(ionwell  I.I  liuir\  if  he  Ihoiiuhl  aii\  tliin« 
of  his  life  and  mine,  for  the  old  uirl  was 
lomiiii!.  It  was  ipiite  iinnecessarv  lo 
iir«e  hini  further  I  never  saw  a  cial) 
iiawl  hickwards  more  rpiicklv  than  we 
now  did  in  our  endeavor  to  i^el  out  of 
that  place.  Uiit  no  matter  how  we 
liiirned.  and  no  mailer  how  near  the 
danger  caiiK'. our  retreat  went  hiil  slow  ly, 
anil  nearer  and  nearer  came  the  snorlinu. 

I  had  alreadv  heen  forced  lo  leave  he- 
hind  th"  empty  iille  as  it  hiiiilcMd  my 
pioiiiess.  and  I  was  conlinuallv  lool.iiiM 
in  front  where  I  always  expected  lo  see 
Ihe  hear,  when  siiddeiilv  I  ohserved  her 
j^lowinii  eves  onlv  a  few  paces  awav. 
At  that  very  iiislaiil.  I  struck  my  lefl 
elhow  aijainsi  a  projectinn  punt  of  rock 
the  torch  fell  from  my  hand  and  pitch- 
dark  iiiyhl  immediate  iv  ensued.  ^  oiiiiil; 
Conwcll  had  anolhei  linhted  torch  hut 
mv  liodv  lilled  the  space  so  completely 
that  no  ray  of  liuht  could  make  its  wax- 
past   me. 

.\lmost  involuntarily,  and  as  with  a 
kind  of  instinct.  1  threw  the  vet  smoulil- 
erini;  frai;iiieiits  of  the  torch  at  the  hear. 
This  must  hive  disconcerted  her  for  she 
stopped  siiddenlv.  This  did  \ui[  cim- 
tiniie  loiiii:  all  too  soon  I  heard  hci  ayain 
come  on. 

All  of  a  sudden,  voiiny  (lonwell  slop- 
ped short :  and  swore  he  would  he  ilanin- 
ed  if  that  was  not  the  cud  of  the  passatje 
for  he  could  not  ijet  anv  further.  .\!  the 
same  lime,  his  rii^lil  hand  which  held 
Ihe  loich  slipped  into  the  sjirinti.  und 
l-li;vplian  darkness  was  Ihe  immediate 
result. 

I  had  no  lime  lo  answer  liini.  for  the 
hear  who  was  slowly  followini"  our  re- 
treat as  Ihoiiuh  she  knew  we  were  dointj 
our  hest  lo  tjet  out  of  her  way.  was  novv 
close  in  front  of  me:  and  I  am  convinced 
thai  I  could  have  laid  my  hand  on  her 
if  I  had  stretched  out  mv  arm.  I  could 
feel  (lislinctly  the  beast's  hot  hrealli  in 
n\\  face,  ami  vmIIi  mv  itioad  iiunling 
knife  closelv  clasped  in  my  rif>ht  hand. 


IHiIm'Im'iiI  lilt'  altsH'k  iil  the  vmhiiiiIi'iI 
:i<iiiii;il.  riic  thiniirr  wits  Itm  iitMi  mil 
lit  lost'  il>  It'iiiii:  iiMtl  ul  Ihi'  iiwinit'ii*.  I 
IhiMiuhl  *)!  iiiiltiiiiu  I'lot'  lliiiii  til  M'll  inv 
lllV  as  ilfails  as  |i(.ssil»lf.  I  hail  lin  |i(i|t' 
t'vcr  to  yi'l  I     '   III   lliis  p  iss. 

^  III  •'«  (.iiiiwfil  was  mil  itllf  iliiiiiii; 
this  liiiif  I'lil  lit'  hail  i|iiirkl\  Icll  !• 
Ilinl  ami  sifcl.  kniivMim  \m'1I  llial  wt- 
I'liiilil  mil  ill)  wilhtiiil  li^hl.  rill'  stitikf 
of  stiti  a«aiiisl  llin.  .vas  iinvv  Ihi  iiiiK 
sniiml  winih  liiiikf  thf  ilt'ai'  slilltit'ss  for 
at  Ihr  tirsi  hinvv  thf  lu'ai  ha'l  stii|)|it'(l 
sniniiiii.  appaii'iitU  to  listi'ii  In  tin- 
slTaiiiic  HDlinil 

AHiT  a  I  iiiliillv  at. Minis  iiiti'ival. 
.Inn  iMiimu  (.mnvi'll'  rallt'tl  imiI  al 
li'llKtii.  I  hiivr  yiit  a  lii^ht.  uivi'  llir  thf 
|ii)\\,li'i  liiiiii  ami  a  hit  ol  lai!."  I  nil 
'li'  1111(1  iiMlir  liisl.  tine  (ill  a  |iii'Cf  t'n m 
hllllllllU  shii  I  ami  hamird  hiitli  liai'k: 
II,  a  lew  illimilfs  Ihr  iHllr  hail  raiiLiht. 

ll(i|)t'  s|iiaiiii  aiii'W  in  mir  Incasls 
(II  lathtT  III  lliilif,  1(11  lilii  had  Icaicd 
little  (ir  III)  daimci.  In  the  lilsl  'ilarc  he 
did  imt  kmiw  lidw  near  theheai  was.  ami 
then  III-  had  liecii  so  l>iis\  in  stiikiiiu  a 
lluht  thai  lie  'as  lie  artcrwaids  assured 
inei  had  thimijlil  (il  mil  IiIiil!  else  than  tn 
Ht'l  a  IihIiI.  .\l(il''iiver  he  had  siieeeeded 
in  tniiiint!  idiiml.  and  the  civ  that  lie 
iiad  liiii;i(l  the  ii«hl  (i|i('niny  sounded  In 
nie  like  the  soiii;  ol  an  ant;el. 

lie  had  now  the  advanlaije  'hat  he 
could  (law  I  lorward  while  I  ha'  kee|) 
lace  to  the  Ix'ai  :  Itiil  he  ifacl  rue  a 
few  splinU'is  ol  hiiininii  [tine  I  we 
moved  slowly  tolheentiance  of  tne  cave. 

When  I  held  the  torch  in  front,  the 
hear  t;row  led  ami  went  a  few  steps  hack- 
ward  ijnashint!  her  teeth  :  hut  she  follov  - 
cd  us  aijiiiii  when  she  saw  wc  were  rc- 
IreatiiiL;.  "Neccssits  is  the  mother  of 
invention."!  laid  a  few  pieces  of  huniiui; 
pine  on  the  lloor  and  saw  with  iiu\- 
pressihle  pleasure  that  she  stopped  al 
Iheni  and  did  not  venture  to  pass. 
\Vith.  if  possihle.  even  yreale!'  haste  we 
scranihled  lo  the  place  where  we  had 
left  the  elder  (".oiiwcll  hy  Ihe  ciihs. 
.liin  leached  the  place  hefore  nie  and  I 
heard  him  yell  to  his  father,  to  crawl 
iiwa\  hack  as  the  hear  was  coniinti. 

\ol  another  s\llal)le  was  uttered 
in  fad  the  snilliiiM  and  snorlinij  was 
comint;  nearer  aiinin  .\p|)arently  the 
llame  had  «one  oiil  on  the  moist  lloor 
and  she  had  found  nothinij  else  to  hinder 
lu-r  from  followin.y  us. 

I  now.  follov. iiii;  tiu-  two  C.onwclls, 
ciopl  over  the  place  where  she  !>ad  1' 


hci  l.iii  \ml  lliere  I  discoseied  why 
(he  ciihs  had  so  siiildeldv  ceased  their 
iMitciv  when  wc  sloppeil  ill  Ihe  hole. 
niidi  I  I'll  i|  wliii  III  do.  riie  old  mall 
h.id  sm.isheil  then  skulls  aLiaiii-<l  Iheiock 
wall.  appaielilK  inl'-atwav  saNinnoiir 
list's;  a  siiikIi'  ci\  of  Ihe  ciihs  when  oiir 
torches     were      oiil       would  itaiiiK 

'ia\e  maddened   llie  wounded      east. 

i  stopped  ahoiil  a  hiillihed  \  aids  Irolll 
the  laii  to  listen,  hut  I  did  nol  he.ii  III. 
sliuliti-l  smind.  I  called  lo  Ihe  ntheis 
to  wait  lot  me.  and  when  we  had  uot  to 
a  faiih  loiimv  spot,  where  an  old  heal 
had  had  Ins  hed.  wc  held  a  slioil  ((iiiiii!! 
of  wal.  croiii't'eil  'luwii  toiictlici  III  llial 
narrow   ph- 

Old  ('  ..<  thoiiuhl  iIk'I  the  hear 
had  reliii  '  i  her  \ouim  md  had  lain 
down  l)\  ..ic  slaniihlered  ainiiials:  and 
lliat  one  of  lis  should  crawl  lo  our  camp 
in  froiil  of  llie  cavern  and  wel  .iiiother 
rille.  for  it  was  ipiile  iinpossihle  I"  i;et 
past  the  heast  aliiicied  and  win  I'Icd 
as  she  was,  to  iici  m\  rille  awaili.  I 
made  up  m>  mind,  however,  that  hifoK 
I  would  crawl  the  l.m^;  and  iincnnifirl- 
iihle  way  hack  lo  oiir  camp.  I  would 
creep  once  more  to  the  hears  lair  and 
see  if  she  was  nol  dead.  I  could 
nol  think  that  my  hiillet  had  had  such 
slii-hl  elTccl.  When  I  uol  there,  how- 
ever. 1  (lid  nol  see  the  faintest  tiaic  of 
t  he  wounded  creature. 

Mv  crv  hrouuht  Ihe  others:  we  ex- 
amined the  jilace  carefully,  niovinii;  a 
little  forward  and  hillowini^  the  marks 
of  the  hloo(i  which  lay  thick  and  dark 
red  upon  the  lloor.  W C  hui-id  thai 
instead  of  retiirniliii  to  the  old  hed.  she 
had  hillowed  Ihe  opeliillL!  lo  the  left. 

.Mv  niin  lay  over  three  himdicd  paces 
away  in  the  riiihl  passai^e  and  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  crawl  Iheie  for  it. 
It  wascovered  with  mud  and  hlood:  I  re- 
turned as  i|i!ickly  as  I  could  and  cicam  (I 
and  loaded  il.  There  was  no  I'sc  lliink- 
in«  of  restinii.  we  were  a'l  so  excited 
we  started  forward  anew  lo  linish  the 
liuhl  we  had  hctiiin. 

' 'l"hc  letl-hand  opeiiin).!  was  just  as 
hard  to  walk  IhroiiMh  or  rather  to 
crawl  throiiLih  as  the  riijht:  hut  hirli:- 
nately  the  hear  had  not  retreated  so  far. 
and  we  soon  reached  the  spot  where  she 
was  al  hay  and  was  awaitint;  lis,  rii}iini> 
and  hitint;  around  her. 

When  almost  on  her~I  could  nol  have 
heen  more  than  eitihl  or  nine  feel  away  - 
1  stopped,  raised  myself  as  much  as  I 
ri>:;\i\  in  the  passMije.  laid  Uie  rille  on  my 
left    wrist   {I   was' holding  Ihe  torch  in 


that  liiind)  and  fiifd  at  the  instant  that 
she  licld  her  head  slill,  thoii.yh,  hut  for  a 
second.  The  heavy  crash 'of  the  rille 
echoed  throii,t>li  the  cavern  and  every- 
thinji  was  hidden  in  thick  smoke. 

I  certainly  heard  the  hear  niovint>  and 
groaninji;  hut  I  held  my  tjround  because 
I  knew  that  this  lime  my  hall  hlid  reach- 
ed the  rijLiht  spot:  and  when  the  smoke 
had  lit<htened.  there  she  lay  dead  not 
three  yards  in  front  of  me.  Yountj 
Conwell  and  I  were  ourselves  nearly 
dead:  and  at  ihat  time  to  drai^  the  heast 
out  would  he  simpK  an  im()ossil)ility. 
Crawlinj>  round  in  the  heavy  air  of  the 
cavern  and  in  the  pine  smoke  as  well  as 
the  terrii)ly  excitinij  situation  of  con- 
stant (lani,'er  for  so  many  hours  had  heen 
too  much  even  for  our  hardy  constitu- 
tions and  had  so  exhausted  us  thai  we 
determined  to  t^et  to  the  fresh  air  as 
qnic^iy  as  we  could  and  lo  take  a  com- 
plete rest  there. 

It  took  us  ahout  half  an  hour  to  reach 
the  exit.  1  shall  never  forijet  the  im- 
pression the  cold  fresh  nii^ht  air  made 
upon  me  as  I  inhaled  in  lont;  eat^er 
drauijhts  the  balsamy  odor  of  the  open 
woods  and  looked  at  the  blue  starry  sky 
once  more. 

(Jur  schoolmaster  and  Nounii  Smith 
were  fast  asleep  hut,  wakened  by  the 
barkinij  of  the  dotjs,  they  both  s|)rani> 
up— they  were  nearly  killed  with  fritjht 
for,  as  they  swore,  they  never  in  their 
lives  had  seen  such  lit;urcs  as  we  three 
presented,  standiny  there  before  I  hem 
in  the  ruddy  i^lare  of  our  pine-torches, 
covered  all  over  with  mud  and 
blackened  beyond  recognition  by  the 
pine  smoke. 

By  the  stars  it  appeared  to  be  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  mornin.i<.  so  lony  had 
we  been  knockini^  around  in  the  hole: 
and  lhoui,'h  we  were  hunt>ry  as  lions,  we 
were  too  exhausted  to  enjoy  food. 

The  two  woke  us  at  daybreak.  We 
look  a  fairly  i,'ood  breakfast,  and  leavinti 
this  lime  the  old  man  behind  as  he  Juid 
exerted  himself  bexond  what  was  war- 
ranted b\  his  \('ars,  the  four  others  of 
i  .  went  into  the  hole  with  a  rope  to 
brin4>  our  booty  out  to  the  daylit;hl. 
We  fastened  the  rojie  round  the  bear's 
neck  and  I  forced  nnself  in  beiiind  her 
and  shoved  while  two  of  the  others  pull- 
ed and  .Jim  held  the  torch.  In  this  way 
we  moved  inch  by  inch,  and  it  was  mid- 
day when  we  threw  the  bear  witli  a 
hurra,  in  which  all  joined,  down  the 
s!o[)C  lo  uur  iaiirp  lire  where  my  dog 
IJearsi^rease  at  once  took  jiossession  of 


her  and  laid  himself  yrowlint,'  down  be- 
side her. 

i('iersta;<"ker  then  describes  the  home- 
coming and  his  return  to  the  hunt.) 

I  had  discovered  another  small  open- 
int"  and  found  fresh  marks;  the  bear 
must,  however,  have  tione  to  drink  or 
exchant-ed  this  place  for  a  better  for  I 
could  see  noihini,'  of  him.  I  went  in 
front  of  the  entrance  to  listen  for  a 
sound  when  I  distinctly  heard  our  dog 
and  I  found  after  a  few  moments'  care- 
ful listening  that  they  were  coming 
straight  tor  me  louder  and  more  dis- 
tinct sounded  the  crashing  of  tlie  old 
branches,  and  suddenly  I  saw  a  bear 
break  aui  and  dart  forward. 

l-$ushing  down  a  little  slope  about  ten 
feet  high,  he  came  straight  towards  me 
fast  as  his  legs  would  carr\  him.  I 
stood  <|uite  slill  to  sec  how  near  he  would 
come.  When  he  was  about  fifty  |)accs 
away  he  got  wind  of  me  and  sto|)ped 
short  in  his  rapid  course,  snilTed  in  the 
ail  for  a  moment  and  then  turned  and 
shot  away  from  me  like  an  arrow.  This 
moment  sulliccd  for  me  to  send  a  bullet 
after  him:  biii  I  was  too  excited  and 
heated  and  nn  lead  struck  him  only  in 
the  ham  and  broke  his  hi|)-bone.  In  the 
meantiiie  the  dogs  had  been  halted  by 
the  slope  down  wliich  Hruin  had  bolted; 
and  thereby  he  had  won  (piile  a  lead, 
but  the  loss  of  one  hind  leg  hindered 
him  much  in  his  llight  and  soon  1  heard 
him  striking  back  the  dogs  which  luul 
overhauled  him. 

A  young  man  by  the  name  of  llrsk- 
wine  who  was  hunting  not  far  away, 
attracted  by  the  sound  of  my  riile  and 
the  baying  of  the  hounds,  came  uj)  at 
Ihe  right  lime  lo  gi\e  him  the  fatal  shot 
and  soon  he  was  no  more. 

I'^rskwine  told  us  that  he  had  himself 
found  a  hole  in  which  he  was  salislied 
I  bear  was  King:  and  said  if  one  of  us 
would  go  with  him  he  would  make  the 
attempt  to  get  the  bear.  He  added  that 
he  was  just  on  his  wa\-  to  the  nearest 
pine-wood  lo  prepare  a  torch  as  he  had 
l)rought  none  with  him. 

I  at  once  agreed  and  look  one  of  the 
wax-candles  I  had  brought  from  home. 
We  explainetl  fully  an(l  accurately  to 
the  others  how  they  could  lind  us.  and 
then  set  out  upon  our  way  and  reached 
the  |)la(i'  which  was  not  far  iiway  about 
sundown.  We  made  a  i^ood  lire  in 
fiont  of  the  opening  ;ind  crept  in.  ICrsk- 
wine  in  front.  The  opening  was  very 
contracted;  but  the  liolo  widened  out 
considerabh'  so  that  we  could  go  along 


side  by  side  nearly  uprijiht.  When  \vc 
had  made  our  way  in  a  ()iece  we  heard 
(he  hear  whiniperint;  soflly.  and  Mrsk- 
wine  who  was  an  ohi  l)ear-hunler  who 
had  knocked  round  in  the  mountains 
for  a  Umti  time  said  that  he  was  sound 
asU'ep. 

Arrived  at  a  curve  in  the  passai,'e.  we 
suddenly  caught  sijt>lit  of  him  at  our  feet: 
:ind  in  iact  lie  was   holding  his  head  he- 


twi-en  his  feet  ijivinti  vent  loa  low  wailint; 
sound. 

iMskwine  who  carried  the  rilie  made 
no  loni!  preface  but  put  the  muzzle 
to  the  back  of  Hruin's  head  and 
iired. 

The  death  stru,tj,t>le  and  conxulsions 
were  short  and  soon  he  lav  stretciied  out 
dead. 


nnn 

Hunting  Wild  Turkeys 


HrXTIXC;  turkeys  with  iiounds 
is  certainly  one  of  tiie  most  in- 
teresting and  at  the  same  time 
at,'reeable  methods  of  huntiui,' 
in  the  world.  .\s  soon  as  the  doi,'s  have 
discovered  a  turkey  walk.  the\  chase 
after  the  turkeys  with  frantic  barkin.y. 
Allhouf>li  the  turkey  can  run  very  fast 
the  doiis  can  easily  catch  him.  To 
avoid  this,  he  Hies  with  his  heavy  liii;ht 
t.)  the  nearest  tree  and  t!enerali\  to  tiie 
to|)  of  it  and  looks  fiom  this  i)oint  of 
vanlaije  with  curiosity  down  on  the  dot's 
velpint>  below  and  sprintjini,'  up  on  the 
"tree. 

Now  must  the  hunter  bei>in  with  iiis 
utmost  skill  to  creep  up  on  the  bird 
whicli  keeps  looking  around  and  which 
when  he  discovers  a  human  beini,'.  rajjidly 
seeks  safety  atjain  in  lliijht.  The  best 
way  toijel  theadvanUitjeof  himis  withas 
much  noise  as  possijjle  to  i,'o  round  the 
the  sini>lc  turkey  or  the  Hock  in  a  circle 


and  break  throui^h  the  bushes  with  bark- 
iny  and  yells,  riie  foolish  creature  then 
listens  to  the  strauije  sounds  and  when 
he  has  come  near  enoutili  the  hunter 
m  isl  sprini>  (piickly  behind  a  tree  where 
with  a  i>o()d  eye  and  a  stead\  hand  he 
may  brint;  down  witii  a  bullet  the  iiird 
from  trees  often  one  hundred  and  thirty 
or  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  hii^h:  shot 
will  not  carry  that  far.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  turkey  should  be  fatally 
wounded:  it  is  sullicient  if  he  is  hit  iii 
tiie  winijj  for  his  own  weit;lit  will  with- 
out fail  kill  him  in  the  fall. 

It  is  a  tjreat  satisfaction  to  see  a 
turkey  start  in  his  secure-seeminij  roost- 
iUii  place,  when  he  feels  the  bullet  turn 
round  and  then  with  a  lieavv  fall  strike 
the  earth. 

The  female  weiylis  nine  to  twelve  and 
sometimes  fourteen  pounds:  the  male 
sixteen  to  Iwentx  and  often  twenty-two 
pounds. 


nnn 

Wild  Turkey  Shooting  in  the  Spring 


WITH  the  Sjirint*.  returns  the  pair- 
ini>  season  of  tliese  birds,  and  at 
daybreak  their  t>()bl)lint<  sounds 
far  out  on  the  clear  morninij  air. 
.\nswered  from  hill  to  hill,  it  is  a  i^lad 
sound  for  the  hunter.  Shy  and  wild  as 
the  iiobbler  is.  and  impossible  or  at  least 
exceedingly  dillicult  as  I  have  always 
found  it  to  creej)  up  to  him.  it  is  veiy 
easy  at  this  season  to  allure  him  if  one 
can  imitate  well  the  call  of  the  hen.  To 
do  this  with  advantajje  the  .\merican 
hunters  jiroceed  in  the  manner  I  shall 
describe  and  many  a  sjilendid  and  state- 
ly turkey-cock  have  I  shot  by  this 
method. 

l-:arl\  in  the  ni()rnin,y  before  even  the 
first  pale  shimmer  of  the  dawn  shows  it- 


self in  the  far  east,  the  hunter  proceeds 
to  the  place  w  here  he  knows  or  suspects 
the  turkeys  to  be.  Ilaviny  t<ot  suflic- 
iently  near  the  spot,  he  stops  an<l 
remains  quite  still  until  the  earliest 
dawn.  Then  he  imitates  the  sound  of 
the  ni,t<ht  owl  which  in  that  region  cries 
in  a  very  loud  and  mournful  voice  tiir- 
ke\s  cannot  abide  that  sound  and  those 
who  are  to  be  found  in  the  vicinilv  be- 
sjin  to  i>obl)le  w  ith  all  their  miiyht.  If  the 
ground  permits  that  is  if  there  are  no 
dr\  leaves  lyiny  or  if  the  bushes  are  not 
loo  thick-set  to  allow  him  to  crawl  up 
without  noise  the  hunter  creeps  u|) 
within  uunshol  of  the  tree  and  brings 
down  the  turkey  before  it  is  yet  day. 
If  he  is  afraid  however  that  he  cannot 


fH'{  within  t'lmshot  willioiit  l)('int!  ob- 
MTVcd.  or  if  the  <lii\  tins  iidviinccil  too 
f;ir  hi'lorc  In-  hiis  ri'iiclicd  I  he  iit'itihlior- 
hoiid  of  tlic  |)!iii'iiit!  turkc>s.  tlicii  tlic 
IiuiiUt  cowfis  (hiwii  noiselessly  under  ;in 
overturned  tree  trunk,  hi\s  his  riile  in 
position  reiid\  for  shooting  ;ind  hetjins 
to  hire.  The  hire  consists  oi  (he  second 
thin  \vinijl)one  of  tlie  l'eni;de  turkey 
wliicii  cut  olT  ;it  either  end  is  freed  front 
marrow  and  iiekl  witli  one  end  lietween 
the  hps,  the  otiier  l)etween  the  two  hol- 
low hands  the  air  drawn  throui>h 
the  hone  imitates  most  deceivinmU  the 
voice  of  the  hen  turkev . 

The  tiol)l)ler  iiearin.u  tiie  alluriiii^  voice 
of  the  lien,  liohhles  as  if  he  weie 
mad.  Hies  down  from  the  roost  upon 
which  lie  has  spent  the  ni.t>hl  and  conies 
alonii  rustlint!  his  w  inus  upc  n  the  ijround, 
his  comb  and  wattles  swollen  red  and 
blue,  his  tail  spread  out  like  a  |)eacock. 
with  stately  strides  marchinij  oflen  to 
within  a  few  feet  of  the  hunter,  provided 


that  the  iinnter  lies  wholly  concealed  and 
does  not  move  a  limb  and  indeed  does 
not  even  bat  an  eye. 

hefoie  shootinti  at  the  oncomint!  tur- 
ke\-  with  a  bullet  for  no  one  carries  a 
shot  mm  in  these  parts  it  is  a  i^ood  plan 
to  startle  him  as  in  the  feathers  all 
spread  out,  the  body  lies  so  hidden  that 
often  the  bullet  misses  even  at  a  few 
jiaces.  The  best  way  to  startle  the  bird 
is  b\  a  soft  short  whistle.  .\t  the  whistle 
the  tiiikey  (piiekly  i)ulls  himself  ii|)  and 
rises  with  suspicious  eye.  while  he  Ljives 
voice  to  a  warnint<,  startled,  "kitl." 
This  is  the  time  for  the  hunter  to  |)ull 
the  triytjer,  for  he  should  have  his  i^un 
alreatU  cocked.  If  he  should  lose  this 
moment,  the  opportunity  will  never 
recur,  the  tiirkex'  is  lost  for  ijood  and 
disappears  into  the  thicket  in  the  next 
moment. 

The  shot  rini>s  out:  the  turkey  leajis 
hiuh  in  the  air  and  falls  to  earth,  dead. 


nnn 


Bee  Hunters  in  American  Forests 


ST.  had  a  few  (la\s  before  talked 
about  choppiiiii  down  a  tree  in 
which  he  liad  discovered  a  hive 
of  wild  bees,  but  somethinii  had 
"'ways  happened  to  prevent  it.  On  the 
lirslof.June  l.S.'xS  we  set  (uit  on  the  job 
talked  about  for  some  time,  i^ettinti  awa\- 
b\  (la\  break.  Our  company  consisted 
of  four  persons.  St.,  his  brother-in-law 
McI).,  Ihl  and  myself.  The  two 
.\mericans  brouj<ht  a.\es  with  them:  I'hl 
and  I  each  a  bucket  to  receive  the  hone\ 
which  we  ho|)ed  to  lind.  We  went  to  a 
little  prairie  about  three  miles  awa\  and 
soon  came  across  the  tree  which  St.  had 
found  and  marked. 

It  is  the  custom  in  the  Air.erican 
woods  for  a  hunter  w  ho  linds  a  tree  w  ith 
wild  l)ces,  and  who  has  not  the  time  or 
the  inclination  just  then  to  cut  it  down, 
to  carve  his  name  on  the  tree,  or  if  he 
cannot  write,  which  was  St's  case,  to 
cuthismark.  If  anotherperson  chance  to 
lind  a  tree  marked  in  this  way,  he  t>oes  his 
wa\-  and  leaves  the  tree  to  its  lirst  dis- 
coverer. 

St"s  tree  was  an  old  dead  red-oak  and 
stood  at  the  edije  of  the  little  i)rairie. 
The  two  axes  wielded  b\'  stroni"  and 
skilled  arms  soon  made  the  tree  already 
inlirm,  totter  and  fall  wit!',  a  crash.  By 
St's  direction,   I   had  in   the  meantime 


lii^hted  a  lire,  covered  it  with  rotten 
wood  and  placed  it  on  a  bijU  i)iece  of  bark 
so  that  it  i^ave  olT  a  thick  black  smoke. 
.\s  soon  as  the  tree  fell.  I  held  this  |)iece 
of  bark,  with  its  sleaminii  rotten  wood 
straight  under  the  o|)enint;  throui<h 
which  the  bees  Hew  in  and  out.  Stupi- 
lied  1)\  the  smoke  the  bees  liew  hi4>h  in 
the  air  and  not  a  siniile  one  sttinii  me. 
althmit;!!  there  were  many  llvinij  around 
and  man\  aliijshled  upon  my  clothes. 
Our  labour  was  not  without  its  reward 
for  we  found  a  fairly  lar.ye  limb  tilled 
with  hone\,  of  which  we  ate  all  we  could 
and  took  the  rest  home. 

On  another  occasion  as  the  weather 
about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  be- 
came \ery  sultry  and  unpleasant,  we 
deteiniined  to  140  into  the  woods  and  see 
if  we  could  lind  a  swarm  of  wild  bees 
which  we  had  looked  for  iu  \ain  six 
months  before. 

We  took  our  lure  alon.y  and  went  to  a 
l)lace  about  half  a  mile  away.  To  lind 
l)ees  in  the  fall  and  to  set  his  lure  to 
work,  the  bee-hunter  beiiins  operations 
by  selectini-  a  small  open  place  near 
where  he  suspects  bees:  and  if  such  a 
place  is  not  to  hand  he  (piickly  hews  one 
out  with  his  knife  and  tomahawk:  in  the 
niiddle  of  this  jilace  he  sets  a  stake  in  the 
ground,  sticks  a  bundle  of  leaves  on  it 


iiiui  llii'ii  si)iiiikk's  somi"  diluU'd  lioncv 
over  iill. 

II  is  not  lont;  before  I  he  l>ees  lind  out 
the  sweet  hire,  iiiid  idler  thev  have  liiden 
tliemselves  with  it.  thev  rise  in  the  ;nr 
lirsl  in  sniidl  iind  tlien'iii  wider  circles 
iind  then  (hirt  suddenly  in  ii  striiii^ht  line 
lor  their  hive  to  deposit  in  the  coninion 
wiirehouse  wluit  tiiey  hiive  collected. 

Tile  hec-hiiiiter  must  w;ilch  ciireriilly 
the  direction  in  whicji  the  hiden  hees 
proceed  iind  in  tluil  of  ((nuse  ii  i,'oo(l 
eye  is  iill-essenliiil.  Tlien  lie  curries  his 
lure  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  p:ices 
in  the  direction  observed.  The  bees 
llyin,i<  in  the  neighborhood  soon  lind 
this  iind  iitliick  it  in  its  turn.  If  thev 
keep  up  the  siime  direction  iis  before,  it 
indiciites  tliiil  the  tree  is  still  further 
;iwii>  :  and  the  honev  besjirinkled  Iciives 
are  ciirried  in  that  direction  until  the 
bees  bei,'in  to  fly  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion. .Now  the  hunter  knows  that  he  has 
pa.ssed  the  tree  iind  that  the  hive  must 
i)e  lound  between  the  former  station  iind 
the  |)iesent.  It  is  then  ii  matter  oi  no 
.ureal  dilliculty  to  discover  it.  When 
he  is  close  to  the  tree  and  the  bees  are 
working,  their  uncertiiin  rise  iind  lliyhl 
this  wiiy  iind  thiit,  show  bevond  i'lnv 
doubt  the  neighborhood  of  the  hive. 

\\  (■  carried  our  hive  I'orwiird  onlv  once 
when  the  bees  beijiin  to  lly  in  the  oj)- 
posite  direction  and  we  now  knew  thiit 
we  must  lind  the  tree  hardly  one  hun- 
dred  yiiids   iiwiiy     iiccordinjilv   we   did 


not  wiitch  the  bees  liju-htinj,'  iinv  fiirllier 
but  Wiitched  those  tlyiiiy  iiroiind.  |);irk- 
ness  comini>  on.  however,  prevented  us 
findin.u    the    Wiirehouse     thiit     evening;. 

-Mioiit  ten  o'clock  next  da  when  it 
betian  toilet  ii  little  Wiirm  we  be  took  our- 
selves ii.Hiiin  to  our  post  iind  iifter  hiirdiv 
ii  (|uarler  of  an  hour's  search  we  found 
the  hole  throuyh  which  the  little  workers 
went  III  iind  out.  It  wiis  in  an  idniost 
entirely  rotten  oiik  id'  no  meat  si/e.  of  ii 
species  which  prefers  moist  soil,  but 
sometimes  i>rows  in  the  mountiiins.  iind 
bears  small  sweetish  iicorns.  Its  weed 
is  very  durable  and  does  not  easilv  rot 
in  the  ijround. 

I  rode  (piicklv  biick  to  the  house 
brou.yht  ii  pail,  im  ii\e,  ii  knife  iind  ii 
spoon  iind  when  I  i<ot  biick  to  the  tree, 
it  tell  in  (piick  order  under  our  blows. 
Snioke  Wiis  produced,  the  bees  stiipitied. 
quickh  iin  openint;  wiis  hewed  in  the 
tree  throiitih  which  we  could  eiisilv  iind 
conveniently  extract  the  honev"  iind 
there  liiy  suddenlv  before  us  the  most 
beiiutifiil  siiiht  ii  bee-hunter  can  wish 
lor.  ii  hii.i>e  niiiss  of  well  tilled  honev 
comb. 

We  Idled  the  i)iiil  with  the  best,  and 
ate  iis  much  its  our  stoniiichs  could  hidd 
then  we  set  tire  to  the  tree  we  hiid  |  lund- 
eied  so  that  these  bees  should  not  in  i  ii 
future  hunt  Iciid  us  astriiv  iind  then  we 
turned  homcwiird. 
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Hunting  Experiences  further    South 


GHHST.KCKEF^  s-ot  down  into  Ark- 
ansas in  Januarv  1838  iind  tells 
his  story  thus: 
"The  ncxt'ni.ahl  I  slept  at  the  house 
of  a  Kentuckian  who  had  settled  here; 
more  than  a  dozen  hounds  ran  about 
(he  house  and  he  was  verv  anxious  for 
me  to  lake  one  of  them,  which  according 
to  his  account  was  particiilarlv  t>ood  for 
turkey  hunting  I  believe  he  wiinted  to 
get  rid  of  him. 

"I  saw  as  I  was  sauntering  along  the 
road,  a  deer  standing  close  bv  the  way 
quietly  grazing.  As  I  had '  no  greii't 
confidence  in  the  training  of  mv  hound. 
I  tied  my  white  linen  handkerchief 
around  his  neck,  knotted  the  siring  of 
my  powder  horn  to  it  and  fastened  this 
to  a  young  oak  tree.  I  got  within 
eighty-five    paces    of    the    unsuspicious 


and  quietly  feeding  deer  but  having  the 
wind  in  my  biick.  the  deer  soon  smelt 
me  approaching  and  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  Iciiped  over  a  fallen  tree 
into  the  thick  wood.  My  buckshot 
whistled  after  him  of  course,  but  in  the 
hurry  and  excitement  I  must  have  mis- 
calculated the  distiince,  for  at  !,')()  jiaces 
from  nie  he  only  limped  a  little  in  the 
hind  legs.  My  dog,  now  however,  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  i)lav  the  simple 
spectator  any  longer:  He  had  ahead v 
bitten  the  string  through  iind  with  mv 
handkerchief  round  his  neck  to  which  a 
piece  of  the  powder  horn  string  still 
hung,  ofl'  he  set  after  the  tleeing  game. 
"And  horse  and  rider  saw  I  never- 
more!" Neither  dog  nor  handker- 
chief nor  deer  ever  again  came  williin 
the  range  of  my  vision." 
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Some  time  afterwards  he  fell  in  with 
a  tribe  of  Indians  whom  he  joined  in  a 
hunt.     He  says:  - 

"Sixteen  in  all  of  us  went  together  ail 
on  foot.  Some  of  the  Indians  had  lire- 
arms,  others  only  bows  and  arrows 
with  which  they  made  extraordinarily 
long  and  sure  shots.  I  went  with  a 
young  Indian  who  had  a  bow  and  arrow 
and  we  strode  along  in  silence  neither 
being  able  to  make  himself  understood 
by  the  other.  About  noon  we  caught 
sight  of  a  herd  of  deer.  My  companion 
went  around  the  herd  to  the  lee  and 
shot  two  with  his  deadly  arrows — the 
leader  of  the  herd,  a  fat  buck  which  came 
within  ten  paces  of  where  I  was  standing, 
I  shot.  To  get  our  game  to  camp  it  was 
necessary  to  gel  horses  and  accordingly 
we  went  to  the  camp  a  few  miles  away. 
Taking  horses,  at  last  we  came  to  my  deer 
but  there  was  sitting  on  him  a  wild  cat 
making  a  meal  of  his  flesh.  The  Indian 
made  a  leap  towards  the  cat,  and  that 
beast  catching  sight  of  the  Indian  too 
late,  jumped  into  a  tree.  An  arrow 
from  a  sure  bow  brought  her  quickly  to 
earth.  She  was  grizzly  in  color  and 
bigger  '.han  our  tame  cats.  These 
creatures  will  when  angry  attack  even 
man." 

Travelling  south  and  west  he  came 
to  a  place  where  some  twenty  buffaloes 
had  slept  the  night  before. 

"The  beds  were  bare  of  snow,  the 
twigs  of  the  bushes  chewed  and  the 
tracks  looked  as  fresh  as  though  they 
had  just  been  made  in  the  while  cover- 
ing of  the  earth. 

"That  was  all  I  wanted — bufTaloes — 
and  what  kind  of  tracks  did  I  find  ?  An 
old  bul'  who  must  be  a  particularly 
large  and  strong  rascal.  Of  course  I 
hoped  to  overtake  the  herd  in  a  short 
time  and  I  followed  the  trail  noiselessly." 

He  failed,  however,  to  overtake  the 
bufTaloes.  But  he  was  no  worse  off 
than  old  Slowlrap  who  told  him  this 
story: 

"I  had  once  a  shot-gun  and  not  far 
from  my  house  was  a  little  lake  which 
great  quantities  of  wilJ  ducks  frequent- 
ed. One  morning  I  took  ola"Kickcr,"  (for 
ii  did  kick  like  the  devil)  and  went  out 
to  shoot  a  duck  or  two.  1  h.ul  ii.)t  been 
lont;  on  the  shore  whe  i  I  saw  on  the 
otiier  side  of  a  thick  bush  a  whole  flock 
of  ducks  swimming.  A  tree  trunk 
which  had  fallen  in  the  lake  seemed  to 
me  a  splendid  bridge  to  gel  close  to  the 
unconscious  ducks.  M  length  when  I 
had  reached  the  last  point  of  the  broken 


tree  and  was  perhaps  sixty  i)aces 
from  the  care-free  and  (|uackin'g  birds  I 
lifted  my  old  heavy  musket  and  took 
aim.  I  knew  very  well  how  old  Kill- 
devil  kicked,  so  I  leaned  as  far  forward 
as  possible  under  the  firm  conviction 
that  the  gun  would  throw  me  back  on 
the  old  tree  trunk.  Three  of  the  ducks 
were  in  a  line  and  I  thought  this  just 
the  right  moment  so  I  let  olT  the  gun  at 
the  same  time  leaning  even  farther  for- 
ward if  that  were  possible.  Old  Satan 
missed  fire,  the  push  backward  expected 
and  counted  on,  did  not  come  off  and 
down  I  went  head  foremost  into  the 
lake  -but  I  certainly  saw  nothing  for  I 
hud  eyes,  eirs,  gob  and  nose  full  of 
water.  With  great  exertion,  I  got  my 
carcass  out  ag.iin  on  to  the  bank,  but 
gun  or  ducks  i  never  set  eyes  on  after." 

This  was  not  the  most  interesting  of 
Slowlrajj's   stories     here    is    another:  — 

"It  was  in  the  l-"all  in  Kentucky  at  a 
time  when  a  young  hunter  could 
shoot  his  live  or  six  deer  before  break- 
fast that  once  before  daybreak  I  went 
out  to  hunt.  I  shot  two  line  bucks  and 
had  loUowed  a  third  about  half  a  mile 
when  he  smell  me  and  made  olT.  Tired 
with  the  exertions  I  had  made  I  threw 
myself  down  under  a  tr-e  to  rest  a  bit 
so  as  to  be  able  to  go  on  with  the  hunt, 
especially  as  the  nigh,  before  I  had 
hardly  got  a  wink  of  sleep  because  a 
panther  kept  howling  aiound,  and  often 
came  so  near  the  lire  th  it  for  a  moment 
I  could  see  his  outline,  bul  he  never 
kepi  still  long  enough  for  me  to  send  a 
bullet  after  him  with  any  certainty  of 
hitting  him.  Involuntarily  my  eyes 
closed:  and  I  cannot  say  hew  long 
I  lay  there  when,  half  asleep,  I  heard  a 
rustling  in  the  dry  leaves  and  I  fell  the 
le.ives  thrown  over  me  so  fast  that  in  a 
few  minutes  I  was  wholly  covered  with 
them.  First  surprise  and  then  fear  of 
some  danger  which  I  did  not  rightly 
CO  iiprehenel  h3"d  niL-  motionless  on  the 
gr  nmd  awaitin-ij  the  outcome.  Be'ore 
I  could  come  to  a  conclusion  what  to  do 
I  heard  sometiiing  move  silently  away 
from  where  I  was  lying,  and  carefidly 
raising  my  head,  I  could  recognize  the 
shape  of  a  panther  as  it  disappeared  in 
the  woods. 

"My  first  impulse  was  to  jump  up 
aid  pul  fresh  powder  in  the  pan  of  my 
musket,  bul  as  I  could  no  longer  see  the 
animal  bul  kn:w  she  was  certain  to 
come  back,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  meet 
runring  by  cunning.  The  creature  had 
look,  '  ui)on  UK-  as  a  bil  of  food  and  had 
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covered  me  up  nil  sniij!  for  llu-  next 
meal.  I  would  spoil  her  little  j>;ime. 
I  took  a  pieee  of  a  limh  which  lav  near, 
put  it  in  my  place  and  covereci  it  up 
carefully  with  dry  leaves.  Then  I  tied 
my  musket  on  my  hack  and  climbed  up 
a  little  oak  tree,  |)atiently  to  await  the 
conclusion  of  the  adventure.  My  j<un 
was  all  ready  and  with  heart  heating 
loudly  I  waited  the  return  of  the  pan- 
ther, who  mitjht  a|)|)ear  at  any  minute. 

"I  sat  there  perha|)s  half  an  hour 
with  eyes  lixed  upon  the  place  where  she 
had  disappeared  when  the  twij>s  moved 
and  the  female  |)anther,  for  it  turned  out 
to  he  a  female,  came  hack  accomjianied 
by  two  younj,'.  I  had  no  douht  at  all 
that  It  was  the  old  panther  which  had 
cached  me  for  her  supper. 

"She  reckoned  without  her  host, 
however,  and  I,  waitin.t;  to  see  .ler  plan,' 
remained  motionless  in  the  tree,  my  .yuii 
all  ready  pointed. 

"She  crept  up  noi.selesslv  till  about 
fifteen  paces  from  where  she  had  left  me 
all  nicely  covered  up,  crouched  down 
with  her  f,'reen  eyes  fastened  on  my  in- 
nocent lofi,  then  siiddenlv  threw  herself 
upon  it  with  a  mit>hlv  sprini,'  ind  struck 
her  sharp  hint's  deep  in  the  decavint; 
wood. 

"I  did  not  leave  her  lon.t-  in  doubt. 
Just  as  she  saw  she  had  been  fooled  and 
was  standint;  there  in  the  same  spot  in 
FH-rplexity,  my  bullet  crashed  into  her 
brain  and  without  a  sound  she  fell  dead 
over  her  supposed  prev.  I  then  killed 
the  whcli)s  with  no  yreal  trouble." 

There  was  an  old  man  Mitchell,  too, 
who  once  had  a  dantjerous  adventure 
in  the  Cash  swamps.  It  was  the  pairirjj 
time  for  turkeys  and  he  had  t>one  out 
early  one  morning  to  shoot  a  turkey- 
cock.  He  heard  an  old  one  gobbling 
for  dear  life  not  far  awav,  so  he  lav 
down  behind  a  fallen  tree  and  with  his 
turkey  call  of  bone  he  imitated  the  hen 
so  as  to  induce  the  cock  to  come  nearer. 
A  wild  cat  must  either  have  been  in  a 
neighbouring  tree  or  perhaps  led  bv  the 
call  It  had  slunk  up  near.  The  hunter 
had  not  been  calling  long  when  the 
brute  sprang  from  behind  upon  him  all 
unconscious  of  danger,  and  tried  with  all 
its  might  to  tear  his  jugulars  asunder 
with  its  teeth.  He  was  frightened 
nearly  to  death  and  was  unable  to  drag 
the  wildcat  off  so  he  had  to  kill  it,  when 
still  on  his  back,  with  his  scalping  knife. 
He  had  to  spend  several  weeks  in  bed 
before    he    completely    recovered    from 


the  deep  and  dangerous  wounds  made 
by  Its  claws. 

Ciersta-ckerone  dav  saw  the  trail  of  a 
bear  and  determined  to  follow  it.  The 
hounds  soon  got  restless  and  set  off 
down  the  slope  of  the  terraced  ground 
and  shor'.lv  after  the  hunters  heard 
them  barking  below.  Just  as  ipiick  as 
thev  could  go,  thev  followed  the  hounds 
and  found  them  where  a  hole  ran  intr) 
the  mountain  under  a  huge  mas>  of  .ock. 
"The  bear  was  in  the  hole,  for  sure, 
for  the  bitten  olT  twigs  showed  that 
clearly  enough,  even  if  the  dung  King 
around  in  several  places  had  not  betray- 
ed him.  The  hounds  made  an  awfiil 
racket  and  in  order  to  see  exactly  where 
the  bear  was,  I  laid  aside  mv  g"un  and 
bullet  pouch  and  with  knife  in  hand 
was  about  to  look  around  inside  a  little 
when  Bruin  smelt  a  rat.  He  must  have 
been  lying  close  to  the  opening,  the 
hole  was  only  about  eight  feet  deep  and 
it  was  a  little  crook  which  hid  him  from 
view.  The  barking  of  the  dogs  must 
have  shaken  him  out  of  his  equanimity. 
As  I  came  near  to  him.  the  wind  bciiig 
in  my  back,  he  smelt  me  and  growling 
and  roaring  he  sprang  up  and 'out  and 
nearly  ran  over  me.  The  side  spring  I 
made  would  have  done  credit  to  a  skir- 
misher. My  old  friend  who  had  seen 
many  such  a  hunt  had  remained  quietly 
standing  by  the  entrance  of  the  bear's 
hiding  place  and  watched  what  I  was 
doing.  He  held  his  gun  all  readv  and 
before  I  and  the  hounds  could  recover 
ourselves  from  our  confusion,  the  sharp 
crack  of   his   weapon    rang  out. 

"The  bear,  however,  seemed  to  have 
determined  at  all  hazards  not  to  let 
himself  be  taken  for  he  soon  disappeared 
in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks.  But  there 
went  with  him  our  two  hounds  who 
came  to  themselves  with  the  sound  of  the 
.  illeshot.  The  old  man  laughed  heartily  as 
he  sawmestanf'-nqdazed  before  the  emp- 
ty hole,  knife  1  nd,  andonlv  regretted 
that  he  had  i.  'en  able  to'devote  all 
his  attention  U-  v  leap  as  he  was  kept 
too  busy  by  the  fleeing  bear. 

"We  followed  the  dogs  and  upon  the 
rocks  over  which  we  had  seen  the  bear 
si)ring,  we  found  on  close  examination 
plain  evidence  that  he  was  seriously 
wounded.  Weakened  by  loss  of  blood 
he  was  unable  to  out-run  the  dogs. 
They  were  both  young  and  inexperienced 
so  that  he  had  not  much  trouble  to  keep 
them  ofT,  but  they  kept  him  stationary 
all  the  same. 

"Wc  got  to  the  scene  of  the  conllict 


iusl  its  the  bear  had  struck  down  the 
hounds  and  was  starlinj^  to  climb  up  a 
sleep  bluff.  I  aimed  at  his  head  and 
smashed  his  right  front  paw  Down 
he  came  heels  over  head  and  tin  hounds 
ajjain  en^^aned  him.  My  old  companion 
was  now  also  at  hand  and  'akin^  steady 
aim  he  sent  a  bullet  Ihrouj^h  the  heart 
of  poor  Hruin  still  wearily  defending 
himself.  It  was  a  two  year  old  bear 
fairly  fat  and  promised  delicate  steak." 

The  .\merican  Panther,  (lersta'cker 
thus  describes: 

"It  is  almost  uniforndy  distributed 
over  the  whole  of  the  huj<e  North 
American  continent  — it  is  not  substan- 
tially lar.ner  than  a  large  mastiff,  mea- 
suring from  snout  to  the  tip  of  the  tail, 
six  to  seven  feet.  It  has  much  the  ame 
color  as  the  game  it  pursues.  In 
summer  it  has  a  reddish  ai)|)earance 
but  in  winter  it  takes  on  a  bluer  shade. 
Its  smooth  skin  shows  small  scarcely 
noticeable  darkish  rings,  though  these 
indeed  are  wanting  in  some  s|)ecimens. 
II  is  dangerous  lo  man  only  when  it  is 
roused  or  wounded;  and  the  instances 
when  he  has  sprung  upon  a  camping 
hunter  are  very  rare  (if  they  have  ever 
happened  at  all)  and  only  the  extremity 
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of  hunger  could  drive  him  to  it.  The  back- 
woods men  of  America  have  a  remarkable 
saying  that  the  panther  likes  to  attack 
enceinte  women.  IIow  far  that  is  true 
I  know  not  but  he  is  certainly  dangerous 
to  young  cattle  and  horses  and  often 
does  great  harm  to  them." 

A  story  is  told  him  of  a  bulTalo  hunt 
which  we  omit,  simply  giving  the  end  of 
the  adventure.  After  shooting  stmie 
bulTaloes  and  regaling  themselves  with 
half  cooked  marrow  the  hunters  lay 
down  to  i-leep. 

'"Turner  wrapped  himself  in  a  fresh 
and  .eavy  bulTalo  skin,  hairy  side  i 
and  was  soon  sound  asleej).  DuriuL; 
the  night  it  became  bitterly  cold  and 
several  times  we  had  to  get  uj)  and  throw 
fresh  wood  en  the  lire  to  protect  our- 
selves from  the  truly  cutting  cold. 
Tuiner,  however,  lay  still  and  never 
stirred  in  his  warm  bulTalo  skin. 

"Toward  morning  the  wind  turned 
round  to  the  northwest  and  thick  snow 
clouds  arose.  We  made  up  our  minds 
to  break  camp  as  soon  as  possible,  iind 
make  for  home  before  the  snow-storm 
caught  us,  so  we  prepared  breakfast  and 
saddled  our  hoises  which  had  toward 
nnirning  cre|)t  up  as  close  as  jiossible  lo 
the  lire.  We  called  Turner  by  name 
se^cral  times  to  get  up— a  light  move- 


nu'nl  of  tin-  whole  bulTalo  skin  was  the 
only  answer  we  gol  f  tr  a  good  while. 
.\t  last  a  smothered  voice  within  the 
skin  called  for  help.  We  s|)rang  up  in 
fright  for  we  llntught  something  had 
happened  to  him,  but  we  could  not  re- 
strain our  shouts  of  laughter  when  we 
found  that  the  poor  devil  was  frozen  in. 
The  llesh  side  which  was  out  was  frozen 
stilT  and  hard  and  did  not  allow  the 
slightest  movement  to  the  ca|)tive  with- 
in, lie  had  actually  mouiiled  the  wet 
hide  to  his  bodv  and  the  frost  had  turned 
it  into  stone  except  at  the  head  where 
his  warm  breath  had  kept  it  pliable. 

■"Shrieking  with  laughler  we  rolled 
him  round  and  i'oimkI  >.  fore  the  lire 
until  the  hide  was  thawed  out  and  we  at 
last  could  take  him  out  of  his  shell. 
The  heat  aP'l  rolling  made  him  (|uite 
giddy  but  a  iiot  niarrow-bone  soon 
brought  him  lo  iiimself. "' 

.\ftei'war(l  he  went  down  into  Louis- 
iana and  took  note  of  the  alligators. 

■"The  heat  was  oppressive  even  in 
.May,  parlicularl>  during  midday  iiouis 
and  the  sun  was  already  beginning  to 
burn.  .Ml  the  whites  went  indoors  lo 
enjoN  their  siesta  and  I  took  my  gun  and 
haipoon  and  went  back  fifuii  the  stream 
a  bit  into  tiie  swamp  lo  shoot  alligators 
which  fre(|uente(l  the  warm  still  wiiter 
in  incredible  numbers. 

■"Terrible  stories  are  told  of  these 
alligaiors,  that  tlie\  lie  in  wait  in  the 
neighborhood  of  man  with  voracious 
hunger  and  lust  for  blood,  and  with  mad 
rage  fall  upon  anyone  coming  near.  I 
have,  iiowever.  always  found  them 
(piiet,  harmless  creatures  and  liked  lo 
hunt  them. 

""In  the  huge  swam|)s  ol  Louisiana 
and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  south- 
ern part  of  the  Inited  .Slates  in  the 
water  of  the  lagoons  and  rivers  these 
alligators  livi  in  great  numbers.  T'f.  • 
belong  to  the  lizai'd  family  and  have  iiie 
shape  and  make  of  the  lizard,  hut  they 
often  attain  a  length  of  twr'ive  to  sixteen 
feet,  especially  in  the  southern  parts  of 
Louisiana  and  l-"lorida.  The  huge  head 
which  exteiuls  almnst  the  fouith  part  of 
the  aiiimars  length.  o|)ens  like  a  shark's 
—the  upper  jaw  instead  of  the  lower 
being  moveable  and  a  line  set  of  teelh 
shows  up  in  front  of  a  rose  red  throat. 
Around  the  body  is  a  hard,  armour-like 
hide  beset  with  small  angular  pieces; 
under  the  belly  these  become  hard, 
white  scales.  The  hostrils  lie  close 
together  and  when  the  alligator  on  a 
still  sunny  dav  rests,  as  it  were,  on  the 


l()|)  of  tiH"  wiittr.  only  the  eves  with  ii 
small  pari  of  the  lu-ad  andntM  k  and, 
sonii"  sixtocn  to  twcnly-two  inches  in 
front  of  these,  the  nostrils,  show  ahove 
tin'  water.  The  e>fs  are  Iheniselves 
very  small  and  hiok  euiiiiinj>  and  eatlike. 
'i'he  lefis  are  short  and  not  much  tjood 
for  walkini;  hut  the\  are  so  mucli  the 
belter  for  swimniiii^j.  A  favorite  occu- 
pation of  his  is  to  lie  in  the  hoi  sunshine 
upon  the  saiidx  \>:  nk  of  a  lake  ot  river 
and  with  wide  open  jaws  w;itch  the 
insects  Ihint,'  around  which  are  attract- 
ed hy  a  musky  odour  i^iven  out  hy  some 
fjlaiids  which  the  animal  has  under  tlie 
throat.  They  seat  themselves  u|)on  his 
broad  toiiiiue  and  when  he  thinks  he  has 
enouiih  he  snaps  his  jaws  and  swallows 
Ihem  with  the  ijrealesl  satisfaction. 

"In  the  pairinm  time,  the  old  allij^al- 
ors  liiihl  many  bloody  battles  witli  jnw 
and  tail.  Tiie  lonii  tail,  hard  as  armour 
i)l:ite.  is  its  most  (lan,t;erous  weapon,  but 
it  uses  the  tail  less  for  kijlint"  than  for 
calchinjy  its  prey  -with  it,  it  strikes  anv 
victim  which  it  discovers  and  throws  it 
with  the  tail,  forward  to  the  jaws 
where  it  is  received  w  ith  a  friendly  snaj). 

"The  allitjalor  is  like  Mary,  Queen  of 
Scots,  in  one  respect;  it  is  better  than 
its  reputation.  The  frii.<htful  stories 
which  arc  told  about  its  lust  for  blood 
and  ungovernable  hatred  for  man  are 
for  the  most  part  much  exaijtjerated. 

"A  white  man  has  very  little  to  fear 
from  the  allitjator,  unless  it  is  ar'-used 
and  excited  or  wounded  and  then  very 
seldom— but  the  nefirocs,  the  alligator 
certainly  docs  lie  in  w  ait  for.  The 
piquant,  peculiar  odour  of  this  race  - 
and  it  is  not  the  most  agreeable  scent, 
particularly  on  a  hot  summer  dav  - 
seems  to  attract  them.  They  love  this 
smell  you  know,  and  who  can  blame 
them  ?  Don't  many  men  chew  asafocl- 
ida  (Devil's  dirt)  to  purify  their  breath  ? 
Well  they  love  the  nigger — at  least  an 
arm  or  a  leg  of  him  now  and  then;  and 
the  black  sons  of  Ethiopia  take  mighty 
good  care  not  to  wade  farinto  the  swamp. 
The  alligator  ;dso  treasures  a  tender 
sentiment  for  young  pigs  and  puppies. 
One  usually  gets  for  himself  the 
whole  of  the  pigs  but  only  j)art  of  the 
pups,  for  as  soon  as  a  dog  caught  by  an 
alligator  lets  a  yell  out  of  him,  all  the 
other  alligators  in  the  neighborhood 
attracted  by  the  cry,  swim  in  from  all 
sides  and  take  their  share  of  the  prey. 

"The  white  man  they  avoid  and  when 
one  conies  along  they  leave  the  shore 
where  they  arc  sunning  themselves  and 
dive  under. 


"They  do  s,  damage  now  and  then 
as  we  have  seen  in  grabbing  voung  |)igs 
which  come  near  them:  'lie\  "sometimes 
too.  draw  under  the  unter  a  young 
negro  or  grab  a  negress  by  the  leg  who 
has  come  to  the  bank  to  wash  but  as 
they  are  of  l)ut  little  use  to  man  and 
have  besides  an  ugly,  vicious,  danger- 
ous ippearance,  and'wiial  is  still  worse, 
an  ill  name  (the  old  luitjlish  |)roverl) 
has  it,  "(live  a  dog  a  bad  name  and 
hang  him 'I,  every  chance  men  get  they 
are  after  them  with  bullet  and 'har|)oon 
and  sometimes  large  hooks. 

"They  are  not  whollv  without  use  to 
man  for  put  the  fat  briites  into  a  kettle 
and  you  can  get  oil  from  them  , useful  for 
machine  oil  and  for  the  cleaning  of 
cotton.  The  tail  of  the  small  ones  - 
not  more  than  six  feet  lont,'  has  a  delic- 
ate taste,  but  the  llesh  must  be  detached 
from  the  bones  as  it  otherwise  will  have 
thejiecidiar  musky  flavor  of  thealligator. 

".\  i)lanter  living  not  far  from  us  had 
asked  me  to  have  a  regi:lar  alligator 
hunt  with  him  as  he  wanted  to  yet  a  few 
gallons  of  oil  and  I  had  the  ouiv  good 
harpoon  in  the  neighborhood'.  One 
morning  he  came  with  his  son  and  two 
coal-black  negro  slaves  and  told  me 
that  he  had  the  night  before  put  two 
light  canoes  in  the  little  lake  beliind  his 
house  which  connected  with  live  or  six 
others  by  lagoons.  lie  said  he  was  in 
for  a  regular  hunt;  so  I  shouldered  mv 
harpoon,  stuck  my  little  scal|)ing  knife 
in  my  belt,  handed  the  voung  man  mv 
gun  and  oil'  we  went  to"  the  lake  Iving 
l)erhaps  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  " 

"What  h;tve  you  got  there.  Hen?" 
I  asked  cnc  of  the  niggers,  who  was 
carrying  under  his  arm  something  in  a 
coarse  '^ncn  bag  w  liich  gave  signs  of  life. 
)u  cv\  tell  that  yourself,  massa" 
said  •  grinning  nigger,  opening  his 
tremei.Jous  mouth  from  ear  to  ear  and 
show  ing  two  rows  of  ivorv  w  hite  teeth  — 
'you  can  tell  yourself  and  he  s(|iieezed 
with  his  left  elbow  the  article  in  his 
charge. 

"  'Squeak'  went  a  little  pig,  which 
now  began  to  tramp  with  all  four  feet. 

""Keep  still,  you  little  cuss'  said  the 
nigger  soothingly,  •  good  little  fellow, 
you're  all  right  now.' 

"He  was  taking  the  pig  alon^  to  coax 
the  alligators  near  the  pig  squealing, 
the  beasts  would  come  nearer  and  be 
more  easily  shot. 

"Two  printers  who  set  the  tvpe  foi, 
•printed  and  edited  •The  Pointe-Coupce 
Chronicle'  ioined  us  in  the  hunt  and, 
counting   the   jjig,   we   made  a   parlv  oi 
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finhl  in  all.  The  chlcr  Hiirbour  llu-n 
divided  us  into  two  ci\i\u\  parties.  Into 
earh  hoal  went  tirsl  of  all  one  niyjier  to 
paddle,  then  a  printer  as  overseer  lor 
we  did  not  expcet  much  more  ass'stanec 
from  them  then  younu  Harbour  with 
my  ride  in  one  boat  and  I  with  the  har- 
poon in  the  other.  I  took  the  pi^alon^ 
and  the  elder  Harbour  went  in  the  eanoe 
with  his  son  the  son  remarking  that 
the  pij{  itnd  his  father  were  taken 
alonfj  to  S(|ueal. 

•'The  sun  was  burning  hot  and  no 
shade  appeared  on  the  surftiee  of  the 
water  except  where  a  soli  iry  cypress 
over><rown  with  lon^  ^rey  moss  threw 
its  shadow.  There  was  not  a  breath  of 
air- everythinjj  lay  in  languid  stillness 
and  even  the  allij^ators  which  moved 
alonfj,  their  heads  the  color  of  charred 
wood,  just  above  the  mirror  of  water, 
looked  as  Ihounh  they  were  asleep  had 
not  now  and  then  one  of  the  mi^jhty 
fellows  opened  his  rose-red  mouth  and 
after  the  upper  jaw  had  stood  raised  for 
a  moment,  snapped  it  down  with  a  heavy 
snap. 

"  'Why  even  the  alli^aiors  feel  bored 
here'  said  Kelly,  one  of  the  printers  who 
was  with  me  in  the  boat. 

"  'They'll  soon  be  lively  enouijh, 
massa,'  laujjhed  the  niiJMer,  just  let 
this  little  chap  under  my  arm  speak.' 

"The  pig  sighed  sadly  in  the  sack. 
We  pushed  off  from  the  land,  keeping  all 
together  at  first,  and  tried  to  creep  up 
on  the  alligators  but  they  were  loo  shy, 
and  always  when  wc  got  near  and  almost 
within  shooting  distance,  they  sai.k 
under.  I  had  placed  myself  in  the  bov 
of  the  canoe  and  wailed  in  silence  for 
one  of  the  rascals  to  appear  wUhin 
twelve  or  liftecn  paces,  but  Harbour 
senior  got  impatient  and  called  out  to 
us;  'Give  that  pig  a  squeeze,  in  the 
devil's  name.' 

"The  printer  who  was  standing  up  so 
that  he  might  see  better  and  to  whom 
it  seemed  loo  muc^  trouble  to  bend 
down,  without  mo.mg  a  muscle  of  his 
face,  stepped  on  the  pig's  belly. 

"  'Sque-e-e-e-eak'  went  the  poor 
beast  in  agony. 

"  'Massa,  for  God's  sake'  yelled  the 
frightened  nigger,  dropping  his  paddle 
at'the  same  time,  'you're  kilbngmy  pig.' 

"The  experiment  had  the  desired 
result.  Several  of  the  long  creatures 
which  up  to  that  time  had  been  swing- 
ing away  from  us  turned  round  and 
came  slowly  toward  us.  The  nigger  had 
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to  stop  paddling  and  keep  tpiite  still, 
and  one  of  the  older  brutes  about  twelve 
feet  long  moved  close  up,  not  more  than 
thirty  paces  away.  He  stopped  a  mom- 
ent he  was  suspicious  of  the  boat  — 
but  the  nigger  who  hid  kP'lt  down  be- 
side his  pig,  made  his  pet  emit  a  low 
whimpering  cry.  and  the  alligator  at- 
tracted by  this  swam  up  beside  us. 

"  'I'ire'  yelled  old  Harbour.  The 
ritle  cracked  and  almost  at  the  same 
moment  the  fatally  wounded  monste; 
turned  over  and  showed  his  white  belly. 
Darting  forward  and  tossing  about  he 
fortunately  lame  near  enough  to  my 
canoe  and  in  an  instant  the  sharp  three 
pronged  harpoon  was  sunk  in  his  flank. 

"But  the  shot  had  smashed  his  skull 
and  he  could  not  pitch  and  dash  about 
m  h  more,  so  we  drew  him  slowly  up  to 
our  canoe.  It  was  of  course  simply  im- 
possible lo  tak{  the  huge  beast  into  the 
small  canoe,  so  ac  rowed  quickly  back 
to  the  bank  and  carried  him  under  a 
tree,  still  lashing  about  with  his  mighty 
tail. 

"The  experiment  with  the  pig  was 
now  repeated  several  times  and  young 
Harbour  shot  four  more  alligators  of 
which  we  secured  only  two  as  I  could 
not  get  to  them  quickly  enough  witli  the 
harpoon.  I  harpooned  three  besides 
which  ventured  too  close  to  us  and  dis- 
covered their  danger  too  late.  Two 
were  young  and  ju  cy  and  I  forthwith 
cut  off  their  tails  for  my  own  table." 

Gerstspcker  gives  another  experience 
with  alligators  which  might  have  been 
very  disastrous. 

"One  midnight  I  stood  harpooning 
up  to  the  waist  in  water  and  al- 
though I  saw  several  alligators  swim- 
ming about,  not  one  came  near  enough  for 
me  to  spear  him.  It  occurred  to  me,  I 
don't  know  how  or  wh\,  to  coax  one 
near  by  barking  like  a  dog.  I  had  re- 
pealed the  experiment  hardly  three  or 
four  limes  when  I  saw  about  sixteen  of 
the  bruies  coming  straight  for  me. 
Thai  I  thought  rather  loo  much  of  a 
good  thing — deep  in  the  water  as  I  was, 
I  could  noi  be  compleie  master  of  my 
movements,  so  with  great  and  hurried 
strides  I  made  for  the  shore  some  one 
hundred  feet  distant.  Arrived  there  I 
i)egan  barking  anew,  but  as  I  w  as  stand- 
ing quite  in  the  open  they  were  shy: 
they  would  not  come  close  lo  me  but 
satisfied  themselves  with  swimming 
around  at  a  respectable  distance." 
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